so, because that is very useful knowledge, and many surgeons, both in town and country, are much in want of it. We believe that few have been more anxious than ourselves to encourage the taste for pathological inves- tigations, and to point out the indispensable necessity for becoming conversant with the facts of morbid anatomy. The Tory Doctrinaires are ever in alarm when morbid anatomy is mentioned, and always attempt, though sometimes obliquely, to throw cold water on its study. The impulse that 11 gives disturbs their inertia. But they have been driven from post to post, and although they have defended gallantly enough, the entrenchments of good old empirical ignorance, they have little ground left on which to fight.
It is amusing to look back on their defeats. When the diseases of the lungs were investigated by Laennec, they raised the battle cry of dogmatism, ^nd shouted against the pathological innovator and his inutile lignum.
How they derided the notion of pneumo-thorax, and the absurd idea that abscess of the lung was not a common thing. But The drying of this preparation must be conducted with care. If very small, it will, of course, when dry, be put into a glass jar, and should be placed extended on a board, using pins to keep it in a proper form, and prevent its contracting tendency, which is very great, in consequence of the parts in a cartilaginous state drying up almost to nothing. The ribs will require to be kept distended by means of portions of Bristol board, and the head should be filled with barley, or small dried peas, which will be easily shaken out when the preparation is dry. The preparation should be watched whilst drying, so that any error in the first adjustment may be corrected. No varnish should be used, but the skeleton, as soon as perfectly dry, put into a glass jar, and covered in with a single layer of well macerated ox-bladder." 68.
The natural skeleton of the foetus may be preserved in spirits of wine, and no museum should be without some preserved in this way. The cartilage then does not shrink, and a more accurate notion is conveyed of the real characters of the skeleton. Preparations of the spine preserved in this manner look extremely well. [Oct. I
Beware how you meddle with the periosteum at first. After the necessary dissection, the animal must be put in water, and this should be changed twice daily till all tinge of blood has disappeared. Each day a little dissection should be done, and some progress made towards displaying the ligaments properly. When these are made out, the periosteum may be removed, to within a certain distance from the joint. The head should be cleaned separately. Mr. Knox recommends each extremity of the bones being perforated, without injuring the ligaments, and a wire, as large as can be conveniently introduced, passed completely through. This perforation had better be made by means of a small useful drill, thereby avoiding the risk of splitting up the bones, or the chance of the gimlet starting off the extremity of the bone, and passing through the hand or finger of the anatomist ; besides, it is of importance to have a large orifice, and the drill will effect this with the greatest safety, both to the skeleton and the operator.
Water is now to be injected into the interior of these bones, and the wire passed repeatedly through them until the medulla is completely washed out, and the bone becomes semitransparent. This must be done with all the long bones, otherwise upon being dried, they in general contain so much oil as to become nearly black and extremely filthy, and it will be recollected that the omission will not be easily remedied afterwards.
Maceration in clean water and dissection go hand in hand, until the joints are properly cleaned. Then the skeleton is immersed for a few days in a very dilute solution of the liquor potassae, a careful examination of it being daily made, and if the solution becomes dirty and turbid, fresh being made.
The next step is to put the specimen in a very dilute solution of the chloride of lime. A day or two of immersion in this will be sufficient, and night and morning the skeleton should be inspected. If the ligaments appear to be dissolving, or a sort of gelatinous pulp is seen on them, eschew the chloride, and set about drying as quickly as may be.
The position of the skeleton is a matter of no little consequence, but for directions and details on this head we must tell our readers to look at the book.
The skeletons of birds require, almost without exception, to be natural ones.
Though many of the bones contain air, instead of medulla, yet it is a good general rule to drill, and wash out all the long bones until they become transparent. The form of the pedestal should correspond with the nature of the bird, and taste is required in arranging the attitude, and so forth.
For more particular directions with respect to the skeletons of birds, and especially to those of fish, we must refer to the book itself. It will be in the bands of every body who intends to make preparations, whether in anatomy or natural history. One remark, however, may be made on the preservation of the skeleton of fishes. Alkohol has a powerful effect upon their flesh, and Mr. Knox has succeeded in obtaining the most perfect specimens, when they have been for a length of time immersed in strong spirits. With a pair of common dissecting-forceps in each hand, the flesh may be picked off, leaving the bones connected by their natural ligaments uninjured.
We now take our leave of the skeleton. 
